Abstract
Introduction

45
In daily life we continuously interact with signals conveying emotion from multiple 46 modalities, including the face, voice and body. However to date the body has been the 47 'forgotten cousin' of the face and to a lesser extent, the voice, even though evidence confirms 48 that we are well able to recognise affective information from bodily gestures and postures (de shifted -as has been demonstrated for both faces and voices -is unknown.
56
Here we investigated the perceptual representation of body affect, and in particular, 57 the plasticity of the categorical boundary between different emotion categories. Indeed, a 58 number of studies have shown that such boundaries can be manipulated using two different 59 techniques. The first of these is adaptation, the process by which repeated exposure to a 60 certain stimulus causes loss of sensitivity to those stimulus properties and a shifting of (specifically, studies using face stimuli), an early study by Webster and MacLin (1999) showed that continued adaptation to distorted faces (i. 
106
In order to explore categorical perception of body emotion, and the plasticity of the 107 perceptual categories, we created a novel set of body stimuli, morphed between emotions. In 108 Experiment 1, we studied adaptation effects: specifically, we hypothesised that if adaptation inter-trial interval was 5000ms during which the participants judged the expression of the test 180 stimulus. They were instructed to respond as soon as the test stimulus presentation was over.
181
In total there were four adaptation blocks (2 emotion x 2 gender) and each of the seven test 
188
Results
189
The data from one participant was discarded due to the fact we were unable to establish a PSE 190 for their data for one condition. bodies centred around the ambiguous portion of the continuum being randomly categorised.
196
The one factor ANOVA revealed a significant effect of adaptation to affective bodies (F(1.52, 
Methods
215
Stimuli. In addition to the male and female body morph continua we also utilised 216 auditory stimuli consisting of meaningless human vocalizations (i.e., "ah") expressing happy, 217 angry or neutral affect, from one male and one female speaker, previously validated as part of 218 another study (Stienen et al., 2011) . The duration of each of the four bursts was 400 ms. emotions exert differing adaptive effects, and it may ultimately be in our interest when we are 252 interacting with our environment that we are less adaptable to certain emotions.
253
The fact that we can observe 'unimodal' (i.e. body to body) adaptation effects prompts the 254 question as to whether we may be able to observe similar 'crossmodal' (e.g., voice/face to 255 body) adaptation effects, as have previously been observed in studies using both faces and 
